
Pipestone Area Schools 2022-23 School Year Safe Return to School 

These pages contain Pipestone Area Schools plans for school during the 2022-23 school year.  Pipestone Area 

Schools will return to In-Person Learning for all students.  Everyone has a responsibility to each other to keep 

COVID-19 out of our schools!  Each family is responsible to follow the guidelines, procedures, and policies that 

have been established for the safe operation of our schools.   

 

2022-23 School Year 
School will begin on Tuesday, September 6 and we will follow the school calendar.  School Activities will follow 

their season schedules.  The school year will conclude on June 1, 2023. 

The superintendent will frequently consult with Pipestone County Health and Human Services and the MN 

Department of Health to monitor our community and school conditions to determine if a change in learning 

models is needed to keep all students and staff safe.  Alternative options from In-Person will be Hybrid 

Learning where students attend In-Person and Distance Learning on alternating days or a full Distance 

Learning Model.   

Face Coverings 
Face Masks/Shields will not be required in all schools during normal operation.    If conditions with COVID-19 

change in our community or school, Pipestone Area Schools may require face coverings of all employees and 

students in accordance with State guidelines.  All masks/shields must comply with School District Dress Code 

Policy.  

General Health and Safety Guidelines 
In all stages and all phases of the pandemic response and recovery, our school must comply with Center for Disease 

Control (CDC), State, and Local guidelines. We must provide reasonable accommodations for staff and students at higher 

risk for severe illness and promote behaviors that reduce spread, social distancing, frequent hand washing, and face 

coverings. 

➢ Each building will screen and monitor students, but we do ask that parents follow the guidelines and 

monitor each child before sending to school.  Please, do not send ill children to school. 

➢ Please follow each building’s procedures for coming to and leaving school. 

➢ Hand sanitizer is available in every classroom and at the entrances to each building. 

Food Service 
Procedures have been established at each site.  Self-service will not be allowed and social distancing during meals will be 

required.   

Transportation 
Assigned seating, face coverings, loading, and unloading procedures will be prescribed as needed during the school year.  

Ludolph Transportation will be connecting with families on regular routes.  We would encourage families to transport 

children if possible and utilize household carpooling when possible. 

Special Education 
Students who qualify to receive special education services will attend school as prescribed by their individual education 

plans, unless the school district is required to use Distance Learning.  Special Education Case Managers will contact each 

family regarding services. 

 



Support of Mental Health and Wellness 
The COVID-19 pandemic is causing a tremendous amount of stress, fear, and anxiety for many people. It’s 
important that Minnesotans have access to the mental health care resources they need to stay well during 
this challenging time. Our school can play an important role in helping students and staff cope, access 
needed resources, and build resilience.  

➢ We will provide staff, families, and students (age-appropriate) with information on how to access 
resources for mental health and wellness.  

➢ We will increase capacity to offer social support services by increasing the number of professionals 
on-site.  

➢ We will encourage staff, students, and families to talk with people they trust about their feelings 
and concerns regarding COVID-19.  

 
Required Health Practices 
In a partnership between the MN Dept. of Education and MN Dept. of Health, Regional Support Teams have been 
established to support school districts for Rapid Response issues and for Health Consultation.  If needed, they will 
coordinate testing, contact tracing, and monitor trends in our community. 

Required health practices must be implemented by all Minnesota public schools. These practices are foundational to 
minimizing the risks of exposure to COVID-19 for students, staff, and families. These practices are considered the 
minimum level of implementation, and schools may not be less restrictive.  Recommended health practices are 
additional strategies for schools to use to minimize the spread of COVID-19.  The following guidance includes addressing 
these required health practices: 

1. COVID-19 Program Coordinators:  The point of contact for the District will be Superintendent Kevin 
Enerson.  Additionally, each building principal will be the point of contact coordinators for their 
respective school building.  These administrators will communicate concerns, challenges, and lessons 
learned related to COVID-19 preventive activities as needed with staff, students/families, school and 
district leadership, and local health officials. 

 

2. Monitoring and Excluding for Illness:  It is proven that regular screening for symptoms and ongoing 
self-monitoring throughout the school day can help to quickly identify signs of illness and help reduce 
exposure. Staff and students should be encouraged to self-monitor symptoms throughout the day. 
Staff or students who develop symptoms during the school day must notify school health services or 
another identified point of contact in the school building immediately. 

The CDC does not currently recommend universal testing to inform admitting students or staff into 
school. Viral testing only determines infection at the point in time the test occurs, and may miss cases 
in the early stages of infection. It is not known whether previous infection and recovery from COVID-19 
illness protects people from reinfection.  The School District will use the following procedures to 
monitor and exclude for illness: 

• Educate staff, students, and families about the signs and symptoms of COVID-19, and when 
they/their children should stay home and when they can return to school.  

• Require that staff and students stay home if they have tested positive for or are showing 
COVID-19 symptoms, until they meet criteria of the MDH Decision Tree (Appendix B) for return.  

• Require that staff and students stay home if they have recently had close contact with a person 
with COVID-19, until they meet criteria for return. (Appendix C) 

• The District will follow the MDH Decision Tree for People with COVID-19 Symptoms in Youth, 
Student, and Child Care Programs to determine who must stay home and when staff or 
students may return to school.  



• A Health Screening Checklist is posted at entrances for any person entering the school building. 
Any employee or visitor physically entering the school building shall abide by this checklist. 
(Appendix D) 

• Establish and enforce sick policies to prevent the spread of disease, including enforcing staff 
staying home if sick.  

• Establish liberal use of sick days for students. 
 

3. Handling Suspected or Confirmed Positive Cases of COVID-19:  Our School Nurse will be responsible 
for responding to COVID-19 concerns and will help coordinate with local health authorities regarding 
positive COVID-19 cases.  

• Our District will allow staff and families to self-report to the school if they or their student have 
symptoms of COVID-19, a positive test for COVID-19, or had a close exposure to someone with 
COVID-19 within the last 14 days in a manner that is consistent with applicable law and privacy 
policies, including with the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) and the 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).  

• Our District will post signage at main entrance(s) requesting that people who have been 
symptomatic not enter the building.  

• Our District will follow the MDH Decision Tree for People with COVID-19 Symptoms in Youth, 
Student, and Child Care Programs to determine when a student or staff member may return to 
school following illness or COVID-19 testing.  

• We will establish a dedicated space for symptomatic individuals who are waiting to go home. 
Distinguish this space from areas where student health services will be delivered to those who are 
well and need routine types of care (e.g., medication administration or first aid). This designated 
space will accommodate social distancing of at least 6 feet for multiple individuals if needed.  

• We will implement cleaning processes for the dedicated space between uses and as needed.  

• We will immediately isolate symptomatic individuals in the designated space at school and send 
them home.  

• We will ensure that symptomatic students who are waiting to be picked up remain under the visual 
supervision of a staff member who is at least 6 feet away. Both the symptomatic student and the 
supervising adults should wear a cloth face covering and a mask. 

• We will not place cloth face coverings or surgical masks on anyone who is unconscious or has 
trouble breathing, anyone who is incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the face covering 
without assistance, or anyone who cannot tolerate a cloth face covering due to developmental, 
medical, or behavioral health needs. 

• We will implement cleaning and disinfecting procedures following the COVID-19 Cleaning and 
Disinfecting Guidance for Schools and Child Care. 

• We will coordinate with Regional Support Teams and Pipestone County Health for notifying staff, 
families, and the public as needed if a person with COVID-19 was on the school premises while 
infectious in coordination with local health officials while maintaining confidentiality in accordance 
with FERPA and all other state and federal laws. 

 

Future Guidance and Flexibility   

This document offers broad guidance to support our ideas for our District and School scenario-based planning. 
Supplemental guidance and tools will be released periodically on many topics as the need appears.  MDH and 
MDE will update strategies and guidance for our District as we learn more from experiences in Minnesota, as 
the COVID-19 virus changes, and as directed by the CDC. 
 


